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Along The Way ...

When I was a boy, I always seemed to be playing
with a group of friends. Even though we moved sev­
eral times during my boyhood there was never a
shortage of new pals wherever we went. As I en­
tered Jr. High and High School there were new
clicks of buddies to hang out with. As I look back I
can reflect on the many faces and remember old
friendships. They were special times and special
memories. When I left High School and went to col­
lege there was a whole new group of friends and the
same thing happened again when I was in the U.S.
Cavalry.

I doubt that my experience was much different
than any of yours. It seems that no matter where we
go in life we always manage to build new relation­
ships. As human beings we are designed to be in
relationship; in relationship with God and in relation­
ship with our fellow human beings. In the book of
Genesis, the scriptures paint a picture of Adam and
Eve walking in the cool of the day with God. They
had a relationship with one another; they spent time
together.

1 John 4:7

My beloved friends let us continue to love each
other since love comes from God. Everyone who
loves is bom of God and experiences a relationship
with God.

We humans keep looking for a religion that will
give us access to God without having to bother with
other people. We want to go to God for comfort and
inspiration when we're fed up with the men and
women and children around us. This determination
to get ourselves a religion that gives us an inside

track with God but leaves us free to deal with peo­
ple however we like is not new. It is the sort of relig­
ion that has been promoted and marketed with both
zeal and skill throughout human history. Business is
always booming. It is also the sort of religion that
the biblical prophets are determined to root out.
They are dead set against it.

Because the root of the solid spiritual life is em­
bedded in a relationship between people and God, it
is easy to develop the misunderstanding that my
spiritual life is something personal between God and
me-a private thing for me and my like-minded
friends. If we think this way for very long, we will as­
sume that the way we treat the people we don't like
or who don't like us has nothing to do with God.

That's when the prophets step in and interrupt us,
insisting, "Everything we do or think or feel has to do
with God. Every person we meet has to do with
God."

2 Corinthians 5:18

All this comes from the God who settled the relation­
ship between us and him, and then called us to set­
tle our relationships with each other.

In many ways my life is different now than it was
when I was a boy or a young man, but I still need
relationships. I have begun many new relationships
here in Chardon already. I have a new set of friends
and their number is increasing. Of course relation­
ships take time to build. To really get to know some­
one can often be a difficult thing to do. It requires
commitment and intentional effort. In the end, I'm
sure many new special memories will be made as
we build 'new relationships, along the way ...

Scott
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UP-BEATS ....

We feed the birds. This morning, as I was
getting ready for church, I heard a clucking
sound. When I looked out the bedroom win­
dow, I saw a large wild turkey on our back
patio! Glancing around, I found a total of four
adults and ten chicken-sized youngsters out
and about cleaning up under our string of bird
feeders. Seeing turkeys is not unusual for us
these past few years, but seeing so many is
exceptional.

Last week, as I prepared to mow the yard, I
found nearly a dozen brown and streaked
feathers ranging from six to fourteen inches in
length. They were distinctive, bringing to
mind the turkeys, but also hawks I have seen
nearby and owls I have heard. So many
feathers suggested a life-threatening encoun­
ter, maybe including a coyote or other carni­
vore. I found no other pieces-parts, so was
left imagining various traumatic scenarios.

Since then, we had a visitation where I
counted five adult turkeys, a black squirrel, a
gray squirrel, an indigo bunting, a rose­
breasted grosbeak, two male cardinals, and a
couple of chipmunks - all at once in a 20' by
30' space. I observe and study behavior, al­
ways thinking how my mom would have
thrilled at such sights just outside her window.
After watching for ten minutes or so, I noticed
the turkeys becoming particularly comfort­
able; one settled down to rest, the others
were preening. Then I saw the feathers fly­
ing! The turkeys; in their feather•.
straightening frenzy, dislodged some - thus
explaining the evidence that led to my suspi­
cions of violence. This was one of the least
violent, most pastoral scenes imaginable.

It made me think of how easy it is to draw
conclusions that might not be on mark. We
refer to past experiences, view them in the
light of current fears and hopes, and through
this smeared lens we make assessments and
predictions. This can be personally troubling;
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but share these thoughts with the wrong people,
and we can develop all manner of disturbing
opinions and conclusions. This is how unsettling
theories, then rumors, get started and take our
focus off of positively productive activities.

What can we do to protect ourselves from being
vulnerable to this human weakness? Consider
the sources of information: Are they reliable and
objective? Are they self-serving? Are they Christ
-driven? Then, consider our interpretations of the
information and apply the same three questions.

I am learning that being a Christian is not easy,
but it shouldn't be unpleasant. It may not always
be clear, but it is always hopeful. Unlike us, our
Lord is never wrong. His thinking is often differ­
ent from ours, but for us to agree, who should be
doing the adjusting? We need to develop our
trust in Him to do right even if we don't under­
stand His thinking. Sometimes we just don't
need to know, let alone control, every little detail
in life.

Like, how did a two-foot-Iong bird feeder get
taken down from an eight-foot high line and com­
pletely disappear into the woods?

In His love,
Steve Wick, Moderator

FOOD CUPBOARD NEEDS

The Food Cupboard at Pilgrim Christian Church
is extremely busy during this time of high unem­
ployment. More new faces are appearing at our
doors each week.

You have been very generous with food dona­
tions as well as cash donations. Our volunteers
are grateful for your help. It is very embarrassing
when clients show up and we can't offer them
basic items to keep their families fed.

Hopefully, you will be able to continue to supply
the things you have been giving so generously.
Please remember we are also in need of grocery
bags.

Thank you again for your help!
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MOMENT FOR MISSIONS

Thank you so much for your support for Habitat for
Humanity. Your gifts were greatly appreciated in
building homes for those families in great need
around Geauga County.

Our 5th Sunday Offering in August will be for
school supplies for Geauga County and Westside
Ecumenical Ministry children. These children have
little chance for being prepared for school without
our help. Cleveland Christian Home is requesting
personal care items this year. The residents in this
facility are children with emotional trauma and
concerns. Since school comes early in August,
our deadline for these items will be August 16.
Please see what you can give to these children.
The lists of items are at the end of this article. We
will have collection boxes in the narthex and in the

fellowship hall for your convenience.

We have been blessed to have time off from the

Project Hope dinners this summer. However, in
the months ahead we will be in need of food for

the homeless on the second Thursday of each
month. All food will be needed in the church

kitchen by 5;30 PM. Our menu for September will
be your favorite Italian dish, vegetable, salad, des­
sert, bread and butter, and snack bars. The bars
will be given to the families for snacks for the next
day.

The Mission Committee has been truly blessed
with your support of our many projects. As written
in Romans 12:13, Share with God's people who
are in need, practice hospitality. Thank you for
serving God through these missions.

Your Mission Committee
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List of School Items

Box of 24 crayons

Markers

Colored pencils
Pencils

Pens

Erasers

Scissors, blunt and pointed

12 inch ruler

Bottle of white glue, like Eimers

Pack of 3 glue sticks

6 folders with pockets

Wide rule paper

Small rule paper

Notebook paper

3 ring binders

Backpack for supplies

Personal Care Items

Toothpaste and floss
Toothbrushes

Mouthwash

Deodorant

Hand cream

Soap

Shampoo
Conditioner

Combs

Brushes

Pocket tissues
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THANKS SO MUCH

To Women's Fellowship,

Thanks so much for the new office shredder,

which is important for our good stewardship.

Thanks also for all the little things you do, which
aren't little at all!

Blessings in Christ,

Diane Comer

Dear Pastor,

The following members: Linda and Bill Arotin,

Karen and Ron Godine, Bruce Carson, Ray Laino,

Cindy Hopkins, came as volunteers to help me

with my yard work this past Spring. They were

very special in helping me, and I wanted you to
know how much I appreciate this work. I live out in

the country and love the beautiful outdoors.

Sincerely,

Virginia Huxel

Dear PCC Women,

Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl.

Its kept me warm many nights while taking care of
my mother-in-law. Your hard work and prayers are
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Kay Beer

Dear Ladies of Pilgrim Christian Church,

Thank you so much for making my sister Mary's
memorial and luncheon so special. Your kindness

and sympathy was felt not only by me, but the

friends and family too. You are a special group.

Fondly,

Aggie Sojka-Sperry

-continued-

Page 4
Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for the extreme generosity of
your church. Your gracious hearts allowed me to

serve God in a very unique way.

Amber Pilotti

GOD'S GIFT

Debbie Campbell

God gives us gifts every single day,
We just need to know what to see.
Once we know where to find them,
We will know what those can be.

God gave us fading but colorful sunsets,
To help us relax at night so we could rest.
God gives us beautiful and bright sunrises,
To give us hope that the day will be the best.

God gave us arcs of colors called rainbows,
To remind us to His promise after a dark storm.
God gave us birds singing God's song joyfully,
To remind us that every life needs cleansing.

God gave us Spring's budding blossoms,
To remind us to renew our lives daily.
God gave us flowers of so many colors,
To remind us that all lives are beautiful.

God gave all kind of wonderful animals,
To remind us everyone should be friends.
God gave us water that moves or runs,
To show us a way to relax and unbend.

These gifts we experience every single day,
Is just our God's wonderful message.
The message is there for us all to read,
It is there in every verse and passage.

GOD'S LOVE IS EVERYWHERE!




